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tarot decks have 78 card 1 mages.
The Viceversa Tarot has 156!

Arcana i s an archetype, captured and

n by the tarot artist as a moment in time and
, and then portrayed symbolically on the
The Viceversa Tarot adds yet another
sion to the familiar cards. Rat her than one
for edhedhk cafrfder st htivgo . As

card slowly reveals an alternate point of
additional el ements comes into play as the
I s mor ph and bl end and contrast. The
ng reachs to an unexpected depth that de

eadi

fies logical interpretation.
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The Cards: . Minor Archh@®&

| NTRODUCTI| ON

There is an expression: "On t
ot her hand.. I1t's a way we con
and the possible ways of appr
buying a new car could el i min:
strandneed oilfd one breaks down. (

a new car could add a worry a
Li ke putting weights on a |jewe

then the other side, back and
achieved. alnadoi nreadi ng, we o
card for each point of view.

"one hand" and "other hand" ap
Unt il fairly recently in the hist
prediction or to sniffing out sec
in my career? Who is blocking my
thinking? A psychologd cmbresl| maode!
addition to the tarot toolbox, re
example, rather than asking, " Wil
cards, "Am | ready to get marri e

marriage bring?"e "tWhastt awo uslidnglte D'
"why" and "how" to the old questi



at things from only one point of

compl ex modern age. Technology ha
attention. We are evolving from ¢
either right or wr ong, gotowo or I
di mensional thinking in a

t hrddemensi onal wor |l d. We are |
can't be solved by just | ookin

One might thind#&i mbasi baabttoel

the cards are flat. The i mages
settl ed. A moment in time and
t he tarot artist, and it i s 1

exapol ate meaning from the car
Tar ot adds anot her di mension t

than just one image for each c¢
gl ance, it might seem to be si
vi ew onfe tshceensea, but it is so mu

lying flat odi mebhabberal Thmagwo
dyou read the card as a single
card floating in the air befor
revealing amnealt Annadditional
play as the symbols md&drgem and
unexpected depth that moves be

httime view. The energies a
and night differ, but one i
Chinese concept of yin and
whol e. When vyouokwofrd&r wvitdiu
rs such as these:

I n a typical tarot deck, a car
(upsi de down) , and many reade
reversed cards differently. | f
may be tempting to use the Vic
the dirbedtbeing positived and t hi
other words, the two sides con
take a clue from the deck's ti
means "the other way around, "
exampl e, mady o®fhowha dayti me
ni g
day
t he
t he
pai



day = nic

out si— insi
dry =5 we 't
warm — coo
open clo
dawn dus

Then consider more abstract examp
actived+t passi

consciou unconsc
—

solar 8+ Jlunar
materi_ spir.i
tempor, etern
per sory uni ver

known — unkno\
Finding such pairs represented ol

exercise in expanding your symbol
Viceversa Tarot cards yourself. Y
sel f, your public f aceshhadow.r iTvhaet

aspects make up the human spirit



THE LANGUAGE OF SY

The possible interpretations ¢
each of us has our own inner
from. I f you show a tarot card
get five (or more!) different
Teort is particularly rich in s
t hat foll ow, some of these sy
al ways remember that your own
most . You are the reader, and
uniguely eydwr mevlehreronly a sing
symbol . Let the suggestions of

point for your own play with
t hought about a -osfyfmbmpd i nbte, an ojt
point. For exampla,bilrdspisatyut
Your first thought might be "b
but don't stop there. What el s
included on the card? Flight,

fragility, d&degtiyng.,t hel esrktynessd h
You wi l |l observe that many syn
Look for common symbols and di
context of each given card. Fo
on several cards, someti mes qu

cked awalye. an@ensulatd | vy speak
presents wisdom, but the set
termine what kind of wisdom
nveni ence, some of the symbo
e |listed at the back of this

DO o S
- O ® ® C



USI NG THE CAR

Most tarot decks have 78 card

156! Considering how many poss
present in a typical deck, dc
seem daunting at first. As we
othey wround," not better or

you work with the cards. To he
descriptions for the cards sa
rather than "Front" and "Back.

Lets do ac asridnprlea dinreg. Shuffle
your usual way. Because there
wi || need to determine what wi
mi xi ng the cards. Some peopl e
di ffedeinmagas rather than i den
squinting odi nalyfour eyes, "sC
rat her t han |l ooking directly,
altogether. Try |l ooking to the
ta®dlyeou' Il It kéi thrdeein your pe
you don''t feel out of contr o
i magination until you find a
thédnhis is the ndostti ¢ knptoao tiatn.t
your |l ayout pr ede dwaye 1ja e stshceo
your sel f ,-guaensds isnegc oinsd deat h t o



you start to question if you
have cast doubt on your abilit
So, now that the cards are mix
table before you.

» Q w

. Read the side that is facir
side. Consider the <cards i m
Wit hout |l ooking up the inter
explore it slowly, noticing .
the pairs vrenand naeddd aypboour own

2Now turn the card over and d
ot her side.

3 Next, consider both sides. Se
can gain from comparing the t
until you feel you know the ¢
describe it out |l oud, as if vy
it looks | ike.

4 Finally, read the descriptiol
the tarot often feel that t hi
book as soon as possible anq¢
referring back to it. I f thic
and gent ley sFeatr sitt odsiad | , t he
in tarot. The tarot police a
the tarot schol ars aren't g
remember that tarot is a |if
somet hing new to | emayn ofrr onma yt
not agree with what i s writte
When you form your own opini
means, you are affirming your

relationship with yodunme alwny c¢
| oodkat theicardsand then r eac
wi s h.

Thiscameé reading carf abba axtadn c
as well . Choose your favorite
then do the above steps one by
| f a problemS solution has be



di sregarding the side facing u
read the other side, interpret
from you or unknown thus far.

»l

THE CARDS: MAJ OR
ARCANA

The tarot has two parts, t he
Arcana (the word arcana is fr
secret). The Major Arcana card
such as the Magician, Deat h, C
the Mapar Xetaits number is O
is outside the |inear, number e
which are sometimes collectiyv

Getting a Maj or Arcana <card
significantlewerle ntosr ko rmosrodu-bt han
day concerns. Pay speci al att
appear.
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«ITHI' S S1 DE
A blind youth stands at the e
Though the situation seedns per
not because his eyes cannot S €

i nner sight tells him that al/l
whence ehée scamid and mountainou
this far alone. Fool hardiness
to be foolish. It springs frol
goodness of the worl d. The Foo
satchel cwhdtaims mPollds most pr
that it holds the collected kn
When you get this side in a readi:Hr
Rat her than doing what seems r
Fool epitomizes the idea of t
success is the ideal out come,
most . The Fool goes from expe
serendipitd&werwaturn along hi
wi sdom. Choose to be bold and

progress on your own path.






FOOL

-l HAT S| DE
Though the | and he | eaves behi
before him is green and wel comi
an easier journey once the des
The evening sky begins to scint
on the unseeing Fool . He is not
accompanies hi m. Bathed in the
the dog keeps watch for his si
comet that blazes across the sl

When you get this side in a readin
Somet hing good is on the horiz
yet what it is. Where you are h
been, so don't be afraid to co
instincts and be guided by ther
sene portentous. These don't hav
0 sometimes the smallest change

trajectory in a meaningful way.
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MAGI CI AN

T HI' S S| DE

agician stands barefoot uporl
ding a candle that burns at
hysical i mpossibility, as f |
"t constrained by such det a
ound, signifying the c¢creed o
bel ow." On the table before
cana: Swor d, Chalice, Wa n d,

self appears to have no | egs;
pported by his will alone. Th
wer , as the firmness of hi s

nfidence. Above the Magi ci ar
mni scate, the sign for infini
oohsmough the Orion constell at

p
n

When you get this side in a readin
Magic is the power to change

ch
ti
el
ho
t h
ne
un

annels the natur al forces of
me . He isn't necessarily mor ¢
s e, but he has dedicated hin
ni nsgkihlilss . He believes in his
at makes magic possible. Thic
ed to make any desired chang
dertaking. But you must bel i e
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MAGI ClI AN

T HAT S1 DE
The Magician faces the sunset,

of night meeting day. He ackno
light, both within and without.
robe is not red but purple, th
energetatcof wisdom and enlight
t he pattern of t he kabbalisti
Magi ci an, a single lily pushes
paving stones.

When you get this side in a readin
This is a threshold time for vy
creation is trying to push thro
i nward. One of the tenets of me
your endeavors are stalling or
wi shmove into the silent, dar k

Magic requires concentration a
The power is there, but you mus:s
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HI GH PRI ESTES

«THI S &1 DE
The High Priestess sits on her
pillars, one black and one whi
and white illusory pattern th
depending on your perspective.
robe i swbilhzaemrdegdadol ar cross
represent a balance of |l ight ai
the High Priestess at the cent
the sacred Book of Knowledge i
appr oalcehdrbmmd not everything wi

of her throne is veiled, conce
The throne itself blocks the p
The initiate must prove worthi
When you get this side in a readi-r
True wisdom can only be found
have their place, but when the
own guidance. This card indica:
Magi cian card. The intent here
open your spirit. Seek peace a
i nner voice and the voice of 'y
know more, the veil wildl be 1
@ I o
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HI GH PRI

T HAT SI1 DE
inner temple is
and wdtbiogmprehend
with sacred fires
symbol is carved on
i s trhed sfaemi ni ne
eternal soul She
of day, born in the

When you get this side
You have passed
been admitted to the
upon what you have
di ssolves away. The
t he gt:aktihne gol d
of mystical matters.
Mysteries.

The
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112
EMPRESS

~THI'S S1 DE

a field of ripe golden wheat
one. She is the essential f
ngs forth Iife in abundance.
vague suggestions of prtiynalTle
Empress appears young, but she
She wears the copper symbol of
her heart is filled with woman
with a delicate wreath ofbymyrt
t welve dancing stars and the pl
star and the evening star.

n
hr
ri

When you get this side in a readir
The Empress brings abundance i
coming is a sign of good fortu
for she is generous and desire
desire and need. I f it is mone:
healing, you can expect-bempgov
And i f its |l ove you desire, the



THE

too. She is particularly asso
children, but all fertility sp

28






I A E
112

EMPRESS

«T HAT &I DE
The Empress i sdoamaég &lIrli nigiefre ot a 4

wheat will be cut down, and t hi
petals. This knowledge doesn't
it adds to it, if we |lewme.ihif
and death are two sides of t h
shield, the sparrows nes® is s
the flower that blooms in the
When you get this side in a readir

The abundance t he Empr ess gi Vv
indicated on this side of t he
message to also think toward t
|l ook at the bigger picture as \
youri happ to | ast, take it ser
through which all happiness en

§
(;J
CQ
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EMPEROR

T HI' S S| DE
The Emperor, cl ad i nsHapddd atrhmroa
at the mouth of a cave. The thr
on either side worn smooth ovel
floats an orb of pure goledh, an:

ankh. Between them, a sun face
breastplate. The Emperor$S crow
for Mar s . Deep lines are etche
both strength and care, for hi
When you get this side in a readir
The Emperor differs from his E
real ms. She is trheneawirngrienr arf
cyCl e, and thus, for her, t he
toward the future, both i mmedi
buittdisngs to | ast beyond his |
up, consider your |l egacy. How

influence? What do you want to

o IR o

3.
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EMPEROR

<l HAT S1 DE

The Emperor | ooks out upon the
betoken good fortune, and hig
vall ey bel ow. From this vant ac
vigilant watch over all/l t hose

from theysmbotcee®d on his thro
energy of the sufnor cteh eofa lscuhl ef nuir
embracing moons of the feminir
Empress.

When you get this side in a readin
You bear your responsibilities
proud of what you have accompl i
which you go about your duti es

everything has to be set in stoc
and ehand you are afraid to f
yoursel f, you won''t be able t

dar kness.

34
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HI EROPHANT

=T HI' S S| DE
The Hierophant raises his hanc

approach his chair. The pillar
of di vinity and i mmortality.

inflexibility and endurance. T
but hiiss fmaseked bel ow his go
I ndividuality doesn't factor i
established religion. He is th
Priestess is the conveyer of m
of the Priéstesheaiai bnhyed, t
Hi erophant are available to all

before him represent the desi |
written word) and the desire
Notice that tdandilae rhed alminige & hte

When true illumination is foun:i
and downwaradboove, so bel ow.

When you get this side in a readin
Someti mes a call toward spirit
religion, which offers a path
people before you. The precept

without the need for analysis
dr awn & opdsdutlt hal r e @dcyo nuspiodne ri th ow
woul d feel if you questioned s
see the true face of the peopl

36
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HI EROPHANT

«1 HAT &I DE
Carved on the back of the thi
pentagram, an esoteric design
of God with symbols for man a
interpret this as "the Word ma
i n man. Thehbase io0o$ wmfei ni shed
are unfinished and al ways stri

beside the base are a Paleolit
apple, and a baby holding a ke
When you get this side in a readi-

The rigidity of the other sid:i
freedom of t hought and possib
merely questioningodtnlbev proec e te

ready to challenge them or reb
situatiomi wbherd eaehings are r
another situation in which you
shalt" and reconsider your act






VI
LOVERS

)

- HI' S S| DE
Bet ween the Tree of Life and t

and Evil, the Lovers stand nal
woman and man present a yin/ya
dark, each wearing a mask of th
among thanghegenobrthe Tree of
Knowl edge is the same type of
awakened the wurge for knowl edge
passed it on to the man, their
flames. And yieng timeaean d dmes btuh e
Di vi ne. The choice between kno
|l eaves us vulnerabl e, yet it i
paradi se.

W hen you get this side in a readi
While this card does indicate
symbols emphasize the idea of
through anotherS eyes while ma
step toward each other across
are f aa@edc hwiitcle, know that it
significant other understands ¢
doesn't fit for you, have an ir

self to gain clarity about your
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VI
LOVERS

I HAT S| DE

Twi light descends wupon the Lovers,
green | andscape. They appear read
together. He bears the alchemical
has the symbol for waterfomhenhan
hexagram that shines in the heaven
When you get this side in a readin
The energy is much cooler here
bal anced. The Lovers are alone
There is a sense of calm rathei

easier to see where you are go
toget Coornsi der how your el ement

those of your significant other
and where they come together ir

@ AR &
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VI
CHARI OT

I HI' S S| DE

A warrior in silver ar mor ric
sphinxes. I n his right hand he
hehannels his wildl to drive th
gui dance, they pul Id piorsi bppesia
negative energies striving awa:
I n the sky above the Chariot i :
cal lhed Pl ough among many other
constellation makes it easy to
of guidance. The North Star shi
he is his own star of guidance,
When you get this side in a readin
It is time to take <charge of

aligned for you to step into a
real progress in your | ifes jo
eyes on the road and not be dis
are speeding up. I'ts an exciti

success.

46
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VI |
CHARI OT

=1 HAT &I DE
The charioteerS red cloak bear :

moon, which he also wears on hi
l ogic, is where he finds the st
obstacl es, to shoul der on. Br
Chrai ot S wheel s, but the omwmrst st
the | ack of road. As the Chari
away, into the vastness of a co¢
path only exists at al/l in fror
by the wil/l and vision of the
to go is forward, toward the |
may be.

When you get this side in a readin
The mor e mystical natur e of )
attention. I f you have beden foc
how to get fromd Pbeni mpotoaPRoe
transition could be missed. Cor
pat h, bot yloust émt ui ti on more t|

of what was ®Bolodii mMmpyy mwtbawlken
that you are now free.

49
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<l HI' S S| DE

The Empress, whom we | ast saw
sunny wheat field with a great
interact, and its clear she is
The |l ion represents the untame

an abuse of power-pgvaeaevih.at Buts Itearl
tamed by the Emp eeasagibt Hiemi n$ me
at ease upon his flank and pl a\
tease a housecat into pretendi
When you get this side in a readi-r
You may have been holding your s
bition for fear of oversteppin

strength of the Empress is a b
ego. Don't be afraid to access
good use. Lighten up a bit, dor

You can be powerful without bei






VIl |
STRENGTH

T HAT S1 DE

The Devil l ooms up before the
sunlight is eerily di mmed, as
the sign of infinity above her
She is the |life force itself,

conrgued by the power of dar kne
even bothedthe PewanHd oapan threa
destroy what refuses to be des

W' hen you get this side in a readi
Face your shadow sel f, your [
reluctance to claim it. Rel eas
who had power over you in the
that pattern. Abuse doesn't al

your demons.
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IX
THE HERMI T

«THI' S &1 DE
An aged Her mit i fts hi s I an
i mmedi ate space around hi m, ro
myt hic egg of creation from wh
serpent on the Hermits staff

Hermit resepgni tesntmatter, as
snakes recognize each other as
bl ue, the color of spiritual |
outer world, as with other hol
wear s cl| ksensthotladshitshes cl ue to
Il Vhen you get this side in a readi
The Hermit is more than a sign

There is something bigger that
away from the trappings of the
retreats to the mountains for

andmaloe it an effort for other
interactions wi t h peopl e wh o
meaningful, not trivial







IX
THE HERMIT

O / \ <)

«I HAT S| DE

The HermitS robe is more ragge
hem and ripped in several pl ac
his travels, which have damage

know. This is the price paid f
Wheni etraveling, the Hermits
just enough for him to keep hi
his i mmedi ate sphere. But her
mountaintop, he is bathed in

opens hi satmiingd umsewhn as wel |

creatures the crab and the two

card, greet the Hermit as a fr
When you get this side in a readi:-r
There is a | ot going on under
starting to emerge. Some ar e
yourself and can no |l onger avo
experiences, they someti mes wi
crab and hmoveen hdeages There are ¢
their lives without the pursui

that you are not one of them.

60
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X
WHEEL OF FORTU

I HI S S| DE

Under a pitiless desert sky, é
Whe el of Fortune. The Wheel i
esoteric symbols that speak of
and rebirth. TWO Egyptian god
snalkeeaded , | Whlthomri ngs chaos an
j actkkemdded Anubi s, who accompan
afterlife and beyond. Both are
bodi es, denoting a union with

al so a gui de of somumhment Hea me
intelligence to the powers of

l'ives turn upon the Wheel we g

When you get this side in a readi:-r
The Wheel of Fortune cannot be
To be born is to be on the Whe
show two approaches to this in
of the great Mysteries of the

a i fadeor many o ahédtismes | nevert
comprehended. The Sphinx guar
Acceptance of this brings peac
is beyond mort al understanding

6 2
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WHEEL OF FORTU

«I HAT &I DE
The sphinx and the two gods ar
given way to the <cool, starry
Arcana 1) stands with the Whee
his own card he holds a candl e

of life. haddnd peifnts to the ear
gesture, he calls wupon the 1if
it has: greenery springs up fr
When you get this side in a readi:-r
The Wheel is the same, wi t h it
and secrets. The Magician i s a
he does not master the Wheel

message here is to remember th
jour néhyaveYocuhosen to ride the V
positive way to influence even
most of that ride. Study the M
of light in the dark of night.

6 4
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JUSTI CE

T HI' S S| DE
Justice sits upon her throne,

and a balance scale in her | eff
subjective view in matters tha
0 human | aw or karmic | aw. She

sorl asy mbol just over her third
insight beyond mortal sight. T
Egyptian goddess of truth. Upo
Ma' at , who places their hear't

feat tehre @mn her si de. I f the hea
to the blissful afterlife. | f

Ammi t | the Devourer. The scal e:
rulings are impartial and her
When you get this side in a readin
It is time to place your heart
situation demands the trut h, tt
truth. There is no plead tbatr gai
remember, she is not cruel . Sh
fiar ness. Whatever needs to be
fair, balanced, and ethically ¢

deny this at your peril
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X
JUSTI CE

I HAT &1 DE

Carved into the back of the tt
Ammi t , the demon -whar aevdi dsadh
has the head of a crocodil e, 1
hi ndquarters o6ft haeki propact ams$s
are unsitmpgparhbdienati on. Li ke Ma'
just ; she only devours those w
out come. And vyet, somet hing ha
Justice have been thrown down

truth i s tr appWidt hoorud o weurtchr oaw
Ammit is free to devour whom s
guilt or innocence

When you get this side in a readin
Do not ever think that you can
get away with it for a time, bl
far better to face it of your

Justice choose her ti me tso ca
fragile and fraught with danget

6 8
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THE HANGED MAI

5 S —

«IT HI ' S S1 DE

The Hanged Ma n i s suspaewad f
gal l ows, perhaps made by hi msel
simply of suspensi on, and the
open, his face serene. Rather t
knot ahnicnhotros the crossbar, and
side) his hands are | oosely ti
execution but a voluntary surre
both physical and spiritoual

tempod awibbyexpectations other t
a different perspective. When vy
Because this is a Major Arcana
mundaneut i noer change of per spe
situations. The Hanged Man has
(soul) ombhi snoueaichat it i s on
he uipsi de down! The symbol i sn'
Hanged Man demonstrates i mport.
your readiness to undertake it.
wi thout awareness. 't is time t

2D ) R
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THE HANGED MA

-IT HAT S| DE
The Hanged Man's viggnot gbkes da

night of the soul, but the gl
-1l Wo men stand before him, mar
heavens. They are the two acol
Arcanand&é) t his is the next st
devel opment . Now the Hanged Ma

how to give up tvnleatd otghmay ok n avh
dand surrender to the unknowat

When you get this side in a readi
The two sides of the Hanged
exhalation and inhalation, me
ot her side, ego and preconcept

symbols enter the consciousnes
more cl eardmptbiyed ofi nedxpectat. i
to lay this card side by side

t hem, as the two acolytes ar
Hi erophants c¢cross has come do
l onger | inked to ddctcroinne;mpilta
The mask is broken; illusions

ready to see?
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DEATH

T HI' S S| DE

-1 Wo men kneel before Deat h, w
knight upon a pale horse. Fire
ragged black flag bearing the
Death brings a storm in his wa

over t.heWe cceanreno't see his true
t hat contains his essence.

When you get this side in a readi-r
This card is a fearsome sight |
signifies an i mpendidnag ndeenaetnht.o

mo Vit hat Death comes to everyon
those who try to evade Death a
ofi s about to end, and there is
no | onger serves you and make

o faalr







AllLIl

DEATH

I HAT &I DE

Here we | ook at the scene from
it as such. The two kneeling
al chemi st and a wealthy mer c h
ultimate aim | S to makstertuhe

| ead i nntdo ngoorltda |l iat y i nto i mmor:t
goal is to increase and protec
presence of Death, they offer

of their natures. The al chemis
the mercdalndt ho,| dsymbol of spir
coming of Death makes them rec
lives. They may do better in t|
0 for now.

When you get this side in a readi-tr
Death comes for all, regardl es
its the same for the death of

serve a purpose. When the ti me
This card says you've been giyv
andatt ht he out come wi || be po
expression is hopeful, and the

Respond with grace to the inev

o A i
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X1V
TEMPERAN

CE

R (

«ITHI S S1 DE

An angel pours the waters of |
back again, in endless equilib
moon in the Hermit card ( Major
il lumination on her br ow. He i
alchemi cédlbrsymbob$ the three pt
(spirit) and mercury (soul). T
which represents the body and |
suggests that the alchemical P
spirit and esopdondurmougte™ hi s I
angel i s androgynous or gender
of concern here.) When you get
The al chemical act of temperin
purifies it by bringing it int
the life force itself, pouring
moon, from active to receptive
to iitnBauhere is an infinite vari
two éamsel then pouring back aga
The angel asks: Where are you

needs increase or decrease? Whe
in your soul ?

o xS






X1V
TEMPERANCE

-] HAT S.I DE

Across the river from the angel 0
the Hanged Man (Major Arcana 12).
per haps t he Hanged Ma n was infl |
Temperance and no |l onger needed to
wolrd. Or perhaps the gall ows await
Temperance is the keeper of this

angel are a white eagle and a red
el ements of water and bflier ec.o nTbeinnpaetr
of opposites in perfect balance.

When you get this side in a readin
From this viewpoint, you are |
gal | ows. The angel stands betw
wings spread wide. Theal bagkem i
be preventing you or at | east

an aectrofise. This is not the

a higher cause.

o M) 2
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