
 

 

Most tarot decks have 78 card images. 
The Viceversa Tarot has 156! 

Each Arcana is an archetype, captured and 

frozen by the tarot artist as a moment in time and 

space, and then portrayed symbolically on the 

card. The Viceversa Tarot adds yet another 

dimension to the familiar cards. Rather than one 

image for each card, this deck offers two. As 

each card slowly reveals an alternate point of 

view, additional elements comes into play as the 

symbols morph and blend and contrast. The 

reading reachs to an unexpected depth that de- 

fies logical interpretation. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

There is an expression: "On the one hand. . . " and "On the 

other hand.. It's a way we consider different sides of a situation 

and the possible ways of approaching it. On the one hand, 

buying a new car could eliminate the worry that we might be 

stranded if the old one breaks down. On the other hand, buying 

a new car could add a worry about making the car payment. 

Like putting weights on a jeweler's scale, we consider one side, 

then the other side, back and forth until a balanced clarity is 

achieved. In doing a tarot reading, we often choose a different 

card for each point of view. The Viceversa Tarot brings the 

"one hand" and "other hand" approach to each individual card. 

Until fairly recently in the history of tarot, divination was limited to 

prediction or to sniffing out secrets: Will I get married? Will I prosper 

in my career? Who is blocking my progress? What is he really 

thinking? A psychological slant on divination is a more modern 

addition to the tarot toolbox, reflecting Western societal shifts. So, for 

example, rather than asking, "Will I get married?" we might ask the 

cards, "Am I ready to get married?" "What compromises would 

marriage bring?" "What would it be like to stay single?" We've added 

"why" and "how" to the old questions of "what" and "who." Looking 



 

 

at things from only one point of view is far too limiting for our 

complex modern age. Technology has brought the "other hand" to our 

attention. We are evolving from a mindset that something must be 

either right or wrong, good or bad, now or never. That is two-

dimensional thinking in a 

three-dimensional world. We are learning that big problems 

can't be solved by just looking at one side. 

One might think that tarot is a two-dimensional tool. After all, 

the cards are flat. The images on the cards are static, set, and 

settled. A moment in time and space is captured and frozen by 

the tarot artist, and it is the task of the tarot reader to 

extrapolate meaning from the cards symbols. The Viceversa 

Tarot adds another dimension to the familiar cards. Rather 

than just one image for each card, this deck offers two. At first 

glance, it might seem to be simply the front view and the back 

view of the same scene, but it is so much more. Imagine a card 

lying flat on a table. The two-dimensional image is what it is 

ð you read the card as a single concept. Now imagine a tarot 

card floating in the air before your eyes, turning slowly and 

revealing an alternate view. An additional element comes into 

play as the symbols morph and blend and contrast ð an 

unexpected depth that moves beyond linear interpretation. 

In a typical tarot deck, a card can be drawn upright or reversed 

(upside down), and many readers interpret upright and 

reversed cards differently. If you're familiar with the tarot, it 

may be tempting to use the Viceversa Tarot in a similar way: 

the front side being positive and the back side negative ð in 

other words, the two sides contradicting each other. Instead, 

take a clue from the deck's title. The Latin phrase vice versa 

means "the other way around," not better or worse. For 

example, many of the cards show a daytime view and a 

nighttime view. The energies and metaphorical meanings of 

day and night differ, but one isn't better than the other. As with 

the Chinese concept of yin and yang, the two sides make up 

the whole. When you work with the cards, look for visual 

pairs such as these: 



 

 

day  night 

outside  
inside 

dry  wet 

warm  cool 

open  closed 

dawn  dusk 

Then consider more abstract examples of"vice versa" pairs: 

active ð+ passive 
conscious 

 
unconscious 

solar ð+ lunar 

material  spiritual 

temporal  eternal 

personal  universal 

known  unknown 

Finding such pairs represented on the two sides of the cards is an 

exercise in expanding your symbolism vocabulary. You are like the 

Viceversa Tarot cards yourself. You have your outer self and inner 

self, your public face and private face, your light and shadow. These 

aspects make up the human spirit in all its complexity.  



 

 

 

THE LANGUAGE OF SYMBOLS 

 

The possible interpretations of a tarot card are limitless, for 

each of us has our own inner language of symbols to draw 

from. If you show a tarot card to five different people, you will 

get five (or more!) different ways to interpret it. The Viceversa 

Tarot is particularly rich in symbols, and in the descriptions 

that follow, some of these symbols will be explained, but 

always remember that your own interpretation is what counts 

most. You are the reader, and your wisdom and insight are 

uniquely yours. There is never only a single way to interpret a 

symbol. Let the suggestions offered in this book be a starting 

point for your own play with the symbols. Let your first 

thought about a symbol be a jumping-off point, not the end 

point. For example, lets say there's a bird pictured on the card. 

Your first thought might be "bird = freedom," and that's true, 

but don't stop there. What else could be meant by a bird being 

included on the card? Flight, perspective, detachment, music, 

fragility, nesting, alertness ð really, the sky's the limit! 

You will observe that many symbols appear more than once. 

Look for common symbols and discover what they mean in the 

context of each given card. For example, snakes are included 

on several cards, sometimes quite obviously and sometimes 

tucked away and subtle. Generally speaking, a snake 

represents wisdom, but the setting and story of the card will 

determine what kind of wisdom and how it is used. For your 

convenience, some of the symbols used in the Viceversa Tarot 

are listed at the back of this book. 



 

 

 

USING THE CARDS 

 

Most tarot decks have 78 card images. The Viceversa Tarot has 

156! Considering how many possibilities for interpretation are 

present in a typical deck, doubling those possibilities may 

seem daunting at first. As we said above, vice versa means "the 

other way around," not better or worse. Keep this in mind as 

you work with the cards. To help you get into this mindset, the 

descriptions for the cards say "This Side" and "That Side" 

rather than "Front" and "Back." 

Lets do a simple one-card reading. Shuffle or mix the cards in 

your usual way. Because there are images on both sides, you 

will need to determine what works for you when it comes to 

mixing the cards. Some people may find it distracting to see 

different card images rather than identical card backs. If so, try 

squinting or half-closing your eyes, "softening" your gaze 

rather than looking directly, or even closing your eyes 

altogether. Try looking to the horizon rather than down at the 

table ð you'll still see the cards in your peripheral vision, so 

you don't feel out of control with the process. Use your 

imagination until you find a system that works for you. And 

then ð this is the most important part! ð stick to it. Changing 

your layout procedure is the easiest way to second-guess 

yourself, and second-guessing is death to intuition. As soon as 



 

 

you start to question if you laid the cards out correctly, you 

have cast doubt on your ability to read them. 

So, now that the cards are mixed, pull just one and lay it on the 

table before you. 

 
I. Read the side that is facing you, without looking at the flip 

side. Consider the cards image as whole unto itself. 

Without looking up the interpretation in the book, just 

explore it slowly, noticing all the symbols (think back to 

the pairs mentioned above and add your own). 

2. Now turn the card over and do the same thing with the 

other side. 

3. Next, consider both sides. See what additional insights you 

can gain from comparing the two sides. Go back and forth 

until you feel you know the card well. It can be helpful to 

describe it out loud, as if you are telling someone else what 

it looks like. 

4. Finally, read the descriptions in the book. Newcomers to 

the tarot often feel that their goal should be to get off the 

book as soon as possible and be able to read without 

referring back to it. If this is your feeling, acknowledge it 

and gently set it aside. First of all, there are no "shoulds" 

in tarot. The tarot police are not going to arrest you, and 

the tarot scholars aren't going to test you. Secondly, 

remember that tarot is a lifelong study. There is always 

something new to learn from tarot books. You may or may 

not agree with what is written, and thatS a good thing too. 

When you form your own opinions about what a card 

means, you are affirming your own intuition, insights, and 

relationship with your own cards. Always look ð really 

look! ð at the cards first, and then read the book if you 

wish. 

This one-card reading can be extended to multi-card readings 

as well. Choose your favorite spread, lay out the cards, and 

then do the above steps one by one for each card in the spread. 

If a problemS solution has been particularly elusive, try 



 

 

disregarding the side facing up. Turn the cards over and only 

read the other side, interpreting them as what has been hidden 

from you or unknown thus far. 
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THE CARDS: MAJOR 

ARCANA 

 

The tarot has two parts, the Major Arcana and the Minor 

Arcana (the word arcana is from the Latin for mysterious or 

secret). The Major Arcana cards have titles as well as numbers, 

such as the Magician, Death, or the Moon. The Fool is part of 

the Major Arcana, yet its number is O (zero), indicating that it 

is outside the linear, numbered order of the other Major cards, 

which are sometimes collectively called the FoolS Journey. 

Getting a Major Arcana card in a reading can indicate 

significant events or soul-level work more than merely day-to-

day concerns. Pay special attention to these cards when they 

appear. 



 

 

call u 
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FOOL 

 

THIS SIDE 

A blind youth stands at the edge of a precipice at sunset. 

Though the situation seems perilous, his attitude is serene ð 

not because his eyes cannot see the danger, but because his 

inner sight tells him that all will be well. The country from 

whence he came is arid and mountainous, and yet he made it 

this far alone. Foolhardiness is the boldness to do what appears 

to be foolish. It springs from innocent trust in the inherent 

goodness of the world. The Fool travels light, and the small 

satchel contains only what he holds most precious. Some say 

that it holds the collected knowledge of universal memory. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

Rather than doing what seems reasonable, logical, or safe, the 

Fool epitomizes the idea of taking a leap of faith. Though 

success is the ideal outcome, its the leap itself that matters 

most. The Fool goes from experience to experience in a 

serendipitous way. Every turn along his path adds to his 

wisdom. Choose to be bold and foolish if you want to make 

progress on your own path. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

FOOL 

 

THAT SIDE 

Though the land he leaves behind is barren, the land that lies 

before him is green and welcoming. Gently rolling hills promise 

an easier journey once the descent from the precipice is made. 

The evening sky begins to scintillate with stars that shine down 

on the unseeing Fool. He is not alone after all: his faithful dog 

accompanies him. Bathed in the warm light of the setting sun, 

the dog keeps watch for his sightless master and observes the 

comet that blazes across the sky. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

Something good is on the horizon, though you may not know 

yet what it is. Where you are heading is better than where you've 

been, so don't be afraid to continue along this path. Trust your 

instincts and be guided by them, and be aware of signs that may 

seem portentous. These don't have to be as obvious as a comet 

ð sometimes the smallest changes can be enough to alter your 

trajectory in a meaningful way. 
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MAGICIAN 

 

THIS SIDE 

A Magician stands barefoot upon a stone terrace, his right hand 

holding a candle that burns at both ends. Held vertically, this is 

a physical impossibility, as fire only burns upward. But magic 

isn't constrained by such details. His left hand points to the 

ground, signifying the creed of ceremonial magic, "As above, 

so below." On the table before him lie the four tools of the Minor 

Arcana: Sword, Chalice, Wand, and Pentacle. The stone table 

itself appears to have no legs; it floats before the Magician as if 

supported by his will alone. The Magician exudes an air of calm 

power, as the firmness of his stance and gestures proclaim his 

confidence. Above the MagicianS head floats a luminous 

lemniscate, the sign for infinity. In the sky behind him, a comet 

shoots through the Orion constellation. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

Magic is the power to change reality by will. The Magician 

channels the natural forces of magic that are around us all the 

time. He isn't necessarily more personally magical than anyone 

else, but he has dedicated himself to honing his powers and 

honing his skills. He believes in his magic, and it is this belief 

that makes magic possible. This card says that you have all you 

need to make any desired changes in your life or excel at any 

undertaking. But you must believe it to make it real. 
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MAGICIAN 

 

THAT SIDE 

The Magician faces the sunset, in communion with the power 

of night meeting day. He acknowledges the darkness and the 

light, both within and without. In the shadows, the back of his 

robe is not red but purple, the color of the seventh chakra, the 

energetic seat of wisdom and enlightenment. The robe bears 

the pattern of the kabbalistic Tree of Life. Behind the 

Magician, a single lily pushes its way upward between the 

paving stones. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

This is a threshold time for your endeavor, a time when new 

creation is trying to push through. Deepen and pull your energy 

inward. One of the tenets of magic is "Keep silent." If you find 

your endeavors are stalling or not progressing at the pace you 

wish, move into the silent, dark space within you and focus. 

Magic requires concentration and freedom from distractions. 

The power is there, but you must bring it forth yourself. 
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HIGH PRIESTESS 
 

THIS SIDE  

The High Priestess sits on her temple throne, flanked by two 

pillars, one black and one white. The marble floor has a black 

and white illusory pattern that seems to move and change 

depending on your perspective. The PriestessS simple white 

robe is blazoned with an equal-armed solar cross. All of these 

represent a balance of light and dark, positive and negative, with 

the High Priestess at the center of understanding. She points to 

the sacred Book of Knowledge in her lap, inviting the seeker to 

approach and learn ð but not everything will be revealed. Half 

of her throne is veiled, concealing one of the sphinx carvings. 

The throne itself blocks the portal that leads to the inner temple. 

The initiate must prove worthiness before being admitted. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

True wisdom can only be found within. Established religions 

have their place, but when the High Priestess appears, trust your 

own guidance. This card indicates a time for silence, as with the 

Magician card. The intent here is not to focus your mind, but to 

open your spirit. Seek peace and stillness in which to hear the 

inner voice and the voice of your deity. When you are ready to 

know more, the veil will be lifted. 
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HIGH PRIESTESS 
 

THAT SIDE 

The inner temple is forbidden to those who are not ready ð 

and willing ð to comprehend its mysteries. Two braziers burn 

with sacred fires beside a pool of dark water. A Knot of Isis 

symbol is carved on the back of the High Priestesss throne. She 

is the sacred feminine that connects the earthly spirit and the 

eternal soul. She brings mystical knowledge forth into the light 

of day, born in the deep moonlit waters of womens wisdom. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

You have passed through challenging initiation tasks and have 

been admitted to the inner temple. Take some time to reflect 

upon what you have recently learned. Sit with any fear until it 

dissolves away. The two keys of knowledge are now yours for 

the taking: the gold key of worldly matters and the silver key 

of mystical matters. You have proven yourself worthy of the 

Mysteries. 
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EMPRESS 

 

THIS SIDE 

In a field of ripe golden wheat, the Empress sits upon her ancient 

throne. She is the essential female force, the Great Mother who 

brings forth life in abundance. The cracked clay at her feet holds 

vague suggestions of primal goddesses of birth and fertility. The 

Empress appears young, but she is older than the Earth itself. 

She wears the copper symbol of Venus between her breasts, for 

her heart is filled with womanly love. The Empress is crowned 

with a delicate wreath of myrtle leaves, and further crowned by 

twelve dancing stars and the planet Venus, which is the morning 

star and the evening star. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

The Empress brings abundance in every aspect of life, so her 

coming is a sign of good fortune. The context depends on you, 

for she is generous and desires only to give you what you truly 

desire and need. If it is money, your wealth will increase. If it is 

healing, you can expect improvement and increased well-being. 

And if its love you desire, the Empress brings that in abundance 
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too. She is particularly associated with marriage and with 

children, but all fertility springs from her, in every realm. 
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EMPRESS 

 

THAT SIDE 
The Empress is the bringer of life ð and all life has an end. The 

wheat will be cut down, and the red roses of love will drop their 

petals. This knowledge doesn't take away from lifes joy; in fact, 

it adds to it, if we live in gratitude for the present moment. Life 

and death are two sides of the same card. Behind the eagle 

shield, the sparrows nest is sheltered and asphodels bloom ð 

the flower that blooms in the lands of death. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

The abundance the Empress gives so generously is still 

indicated on this side of the card, but it is tempered with a 

message to also think toward the future. Step back and take a 

look at the bigger picture as well as the present joys. If you want 

your happiness to last, take it seriously. Gratefulness is the door 

through which all happiness enters. 
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EMPEROR 

 

THIS SIDE 

The Emperor, clad in full armor, sits on his cube-shaped throne 

at the mouth of a cave. The throne is weathered, the rams' heads 

on either side worn smooth over the ages. Above his right hand 

floats an orb of pure gold, and in his left hand he holds a golden 

ankh. Between them, a sun face is etched in gold on his armored 

breastplate. The EmperorS crown is iron, bearing the symbol 

for Mars. Deep lines are etched on his face, which expresses 

both strength and care, for his responsibilities are great. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

The Emperor differs from his Empress in the dominion of their 

realms. She is the nurturer of life ever-renewing in an endless 

cyCle, and thus, for her, the present moment is key. He looks 

toward the future, both immediate and long term. The Emperor 

builds things to last beyond his lifetime. When this card comes 

up, consider your legacy. How would you like to expand your 

influence? What do you want to leave behind? 
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EMPEROR 

 

THAT SIDE 

The Emperor looks out upon the vista of his empire. Fair skies 

betoken good fortune, and high cliffs shelter the verdant 

valley below. From this vantage point, the Emperor keeps 

vigilant watch over all those in his care. He draws his power 

from the sources symbolized on his throne: the renewing 

energy of the sun, the alchemical soul-force of sulfur, and the 

embracing moons of the feminine power, embodied in his 

Empress. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

You bear your responsibilities well, and you can be justifiably 

proud of what you have accomplished. But the strictness with 

which you go about your duties is taking a toll on you. Not 

everything has to be set in stone. Leave some room for growth 

and change. If you are afraid to face the darker parts of 

yourself, you won't be able to help others with their own 

darkness. 
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HIEROPHANT 

 

THIS SIDE 

The Hierophant raises his hand in blessing as two acolytes 

approach his chair. The pillars of his temple are marble, stone 

of divinity and immortality. His seat is granite, stone of 

inflexibility and endurance. The Hierophant is a mortal man, 

but his face is masked below his golden papal tiara. 

Individuality doesn't factor into his role, which is to represent 

established religion. He is the conveyer of dogma, as the High 

Priestess is the conveyer of mysteries. Whereas the teachings 

of the Priestess are only for the initiated, the teachings of the 

Hierophant are available to all seekers. The two men who stand 

before him represent the desire for doctrine (scripture, the 

written word) and the desire for illumination (the candle). 

Notice that the man holding the candle resembles the Magician. 

When true illumination is found, the candle burns both upward 

and downward ð as above, so below. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

Sometimes a call toward spirituality can be satisfied through 

religion, which offers a path that has been trodden by many 

people before you. The precepts of religion can be learned 

without the need for analysis or inner searching. If you are 

drawn to such a path ð or already upon it ð consider how you 

would feel if you questioned some of those precepts. Can you 

see the true face of the people whose authority you accept? 
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HIEROPHANT 

 

THAT SIDE 

Carved on the back of the throne is the tetragrammaton 

pentagram, an esoteric design that combines the hidden name 

of God with symbols for man and the microcosm. Some 

interpret this as "the Word made flesh" or the divinity inherent 

in man. The base of the throne is unfinished, just as mortals 

are unfinished and always striving toward refinement. Sitting 

beside the base are a Paleolithic goddess figurine, a cloven 

apple, and a baby holding a key. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

The rigidity of the other side of the card has given way to 

freedom of thought and possibility. You've gone beyond 

merely questioning the precepts of religion ð now you are 

ready to challenge them or rebel against them. If this isn't a 

situation where religious teachings are relevant, think of 

another situation in which you are being held back by "thou 

shalt" and reconsider your actions. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

LOVERS 

 

THIS SIDE 

Between the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge of Good 

and Evil, the Lovers stand naked before an archangel. The 

woman and man present a yin/yang appearance of light and 

dark, each wearing a mask of the opposite hue. A serpent twines 

among the green branches of the Tree of Life. The Tree of 

Knowledge is the same type of tree, now ablaze. The serpent 

awakened the urge for knowledge in the woman, and when she 

passed it on to the man, their world of ignorant bliss went up in 

flames. And yet, from this burning tree comes the voice of the 

Divine. The choice between knowledge and ignorance always 

leaves us vulnerable, yet it is how we create our own earthly 

paradise. 

W'hen you get this side in a reading: 

While this card does indicate a significant relationship, the 

symbols emphasize the idea of choice and of seeing things 

through anotherS eyes while making that choice. The Lovers 

step toward each other across the hot, cracked ground. If you 

are faced with a choice, know that it will be easier if your 

significant other understands and supports that decision. If that 

doesn't fit for you, have an internal dialogue with your shadow 

self to gain clarity about your choices. 
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LOVERS 

 

THAT SIDE 

Twilight descends upon the Lovers, who gaze out upon a peaceful 

green landscape. They appear ready to step forward into their life 

together. He bears the alchemical symbol for fire on his back, and she 

has the symbol for water. When united by Mercury, they form the 

hexagram that shines in the heavens: the Alchemical Marriage. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

The energy is much cooler here than on the other side and more 

balanced. The Lovers are alone now; the archangel is gone. 

There is a sense of calm rather than urgency. It should soon be 

easier to see where you are going, and how you will get there 

together. Consider how your elemental qualities complement 

those of your significant other, where they create an explosion, 

and where they come together in perfect union. 
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CHARIOT 

 

THIS SIDE 

A warrior in silver armor rides upon a chariot drawn by 

sphinxes. In his right hand he holds the caduceus, through which 

he channels his will to drive the sphinxes forward. Without this 

guidance, they pull in opposite directions ð positive and 

negative energies striving away from each other, like magnets. 

In the sky above the Chariot is Ursa Major, the Great Bear, also 

called the Plough among many other names. Sighting this 

constellation makes it easy to find the North Star, legendary star 

of guidance. The North Star shines from the charioteerS brow ð 

he is his own star of guidance, navigating only by desire. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

It is time to take charge of your own destiny. The stars are 

aligned for you to step into a greater personal power and to make 

real progress in your lifes journey. But you need to keep your 

eyes on the road and not be distracted by trivial concerns. Things 

are speeding up. Its an exciting time with great potential for 

success. 
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CHARIOT 

 

THAT SIDE 

The charioteerS red cloak bears the sign of Cancer, ruled by the 

moon, which he also wears on his shoulder armor. Intuition, not 

logic, is where he finds the strength to continue forward despite 

obstacles, to shoulder on. Broken chains trail behind the 

ChariotS wheels, but the most striking image is the road ð or 

the lack of road. As the Chariot charges ahead, the road falls 

away, into the vastness of a cosmic void. Or it could be that the 

path only exists at all in front of the Chariot, brought into being 

by the will and vision of the driver. In either case, the only way 

to go is forward, toward the light on the horizon, whatever it 

may be. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

The more mystical nature of your journey is demanding 

attention. If you have been focusing only on mundane details ð 

how to get from Point A to Point B ð the importance of this 

transition could be missed. Continue forward along your chosen 

path, but listen to your intuition more than your logic. Be aware 

of what was holding you back ð you may not even have noticed 

that you are now free. 
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STRENGTH 

 

THIS SIDE 

The Empress, whom we last saw in her own card, sits in her 

sunny wheat field with a great male lion. She is smiling as they 

interact, and its clear she is in no danger from her feline friend. 

The lion represents the untamed instinct to kill that comes from 

an abuse of power, what is called power-over. But here it is 

tamed by the EmpressS feminine power-from-within. She sits 

at ease upon his flank and playfully opens his jaws, as we might 

tease a housecat into pretending to be fierce. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

You may have been holding yourself back or subduing your am

bition for fear of overstepping or being "too much." The loving 

strength of the Empress is a balance to any leonine excess of 

ego. Don't be afraid to access your strengths and put them to 

good use. Lighten up a bit, don't take yourself quite so seriously. 

You can be powerful without being overpowering. 
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STRENGTH 

 

THAT SIDE 

The Devil looms up before the Empress and her lion. The 

sunlight is eerily dimmed, as by an eclipse. In this muted light, 

the sign of infinity above her head grows with increased energy. 

She is the life force itself, and the strength of that can't be 

conquered by the power of darkness. She and the lion don't 

even bother to stand up ð the Devil can threaten, but he can't 

destroy what refuses to be destroyed. 

W'hen you get this side in a reading: 

Face your shadow self, your ideas about power and your 

reluctance to claim it. Release old chains of bondage to anyone 

who had power over you in the past. You don't have to repeat 

that pattern. Abuse doesn't always foster more abuse. Confront 

your demons. 
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THE HERMIT 

 

THIS SIDE  

An aged Hermit lifts his lantern, which illuminates the 

immediate space around him, revealing the Orphic Egg, the 

mythic egg of creation from which the universe was born. The 

serpent on the Hermits staff greets the Orphic serpent. The 

Hermit recognizes the spirit in matter, as the mystic and earthly 

snakes recognize each other as kin. His tattered robe is lined in 

blue, the color of spiritual peace. Whatever he shows to the 

outer world, as with other holy teachers in the deck, what he 

wears closest to his skin holds the clue to his true being. 

IVhen you get this side in a reading: 

The Hermit is more than a sign that its time for some solitude. 

There is something bigger that needs to be addressed, aside and 

away from the trappings of the everyday world. The Hermit 

retreats to the mountains for two purposes: to gain perspective 

and to make it an effort for others to reach him. Be sure your 

interactions with people who break your solitude are 

meaningful, not trivial. 
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THE HERMIT 

 

THAT SIDE 

The HermitS robe is more ragged at the back, shredded at the 

hem and ripped in several places. He has seen harsh times in 

his travels, which have damaged him more than he lets people 

know. This is the price paid for access to the great cosmic egg. 

When he is traveling, the HermitS lantern lights a small area, 

just enough for him to keep his footing and attend to what is in 

his immediate sphere. But here, from the elevation of the 

mountaintop, he is bathed in moonlight. The lunar goddess 

opens his mind to what is unseen as well as what is seen. Her 

creatures the crab and the two moon dogs, seen in the Moon 

card, greet the Hermit as a friend. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

There is a lot going on under the surface, and secrets are 

starting to emerge. Some are things you have hidden from 

yourself and can no longer avoid. If you don't seek deepening 

experiences, they sometimes will come find you, as the moon 

crab and moon dogs have here. There are people who can live 

their lives without the pursuit of wisdom, but this card tells you 

that you are not one of them. 
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WHEEL OF FORTUNE 

 

THIS SIDE 

Under a pitiless desert sky, a sphinx rests her paw upon the 

Wheel of Fortune. The Wheel is carved with sacred and 

esoteric symbols that speak of the great Mysteries of life, death, 

and rebirth. TWO Egyptian gods stand beside the Wheel: 

snake-headed IYphon, who brings chaos and destruction, and 

jackal-headed Anubis, who accompanies the dead into the 

afterlife and beyond. Both are in Greek dress and have human 

bodies, denoting a union with the Greek god Hermes, who is 

also a guide of souls. Hermes adds discernment and 

intelligence to the powers of IYphon and Anubis, so that as our 

lives turn upon the Wheel we gain wisdom with each turning. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

The Wheel of Fortune cannot be halted in its timeless turning. 

To be born is to be on the Wheel. The two sides of this card 

show two approaches to this inalterable fact. This side speaks 

of the great Mysteries of the Wheel, which can be pondered for 

a lifetime ð or many lifetimes ð and still never be fully 

comprehended. The Sphinx guards the secrets of destiny. 

Acceptance of this brings peace. Struggling to understand what 

is beyond mortal understanding brings despair. 
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WHEEL OF FORTUNE 

 

THAT SIDE 

The sphinx and the two gods are gone, and the days heat has 

given way to the cool, starry night. The Magician (Major 

Arcana 1) stands with the Wheel. In his right hand, where in 

his own card he holds a candle, he now holds the ankh, symbol 

of life. His left hand points to the earth as before. With this 

gesture, he calls upon the life force to manifest on earth, and so 

it has: greenery springs up from the barren desert floor. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

The Wheel is the same, with its symbols of esoteric wisdom 

and secrets. The Magician is a master of these Mysteries, but 

he does not master the Wheel itself. Destiny is destiny. His 

message here is to remember that you are a soul on an earthly 

journey. You have chosen to ride the Wheel. Use your will in a 

positive way to influence events and circumstances to make the 

most of that ride. Study the Mysteries, which sparkle as points 

of light in the dark of night. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

xl 
JUSTICE 

 

THIS SIDE 

Justice sits upon her throne, holding a sword in her right hand 

and a balance scale in her left. She is blindfolded to prevent the 

subjective view in matters that should be decided only by law 

ð human law or karmic law. She wears a diadem with a large 

solar symbol just over her third eye, symbolizing illuminating 

insight beyond mortal sight. The setting is the temple of Ma'at, 

Egyptian goddess of truth. Upon death, the soul comes before 

Ma'at, who places their heart on one side of her scale and a 

feather on the other side. If the heart is light, the soul moves on 

to the blissful afterlife. If not, the soul is thrown to the jaws of 

Ammit, the Devourer. The scales of Justice are the sign that her 

rulings are impartial and her only duty is to the truth. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

It is time to place your heart upon the scales of Justice. The 

situation demands the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 

truth. There is no plea bargain to be made with Justice ð but 

remember, she is not cruel. She is the essential embodiment of 

fairness. Whatever needs to be done in the situation to make it 

fair, balanced, and ethically clean should be done now. Delay or 

deny this at your peril. 
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xl 
JUSTICE 

 

THAT SIDE 
Carved into the back of the throne of Justice is an image of 

Ammit, the demon who awaits the heavy-hearted dead. Ammit 

has the head of a crocodile, the forepaws of a lion, and the 

hindquarters of a hippopotamus ð three ferocious animals who 

are unstoppable in combination. Like Ma'at, Ammit is fair and 

just; she only devours those whose heart has determined that 

outcome. And yet, something has gone wrong. The scales of 

Justice have been thrown down and broken, and the sword of 

truth is trapped and overgrown. Without truth and justice, 

Ammit is free to devour whom she chooses, regardless of their 

guilt or innocence. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

Do not ever think that you can sneak around Justice. You may 

get away with it for a time, but inevitably the truth will out. It is 

far better to face it of your own free will than to wait and let 

Justice choose her time to cast the verdict. The situation is 

fragile and fraught with danger. 
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THE HANGED MAN 

 

THIS SIDE 

The Hanged Man is suspended from a simple hand-hewn 

gallows, perhaps made by himself. This is not a gallows of death, 

simply of suspension, and the Hanged Man is calm, his eyes 

open, his face serene. Rather than a rope around his neck, a loose 

knot anchors him to the crossbar, and (as we see on the other 

side) his hands are loosely tied behind his back. This is not an 

execution but a voluntary surrender. His attitude is one of grace, 

both physical and spiritual. He has given up control ð 

temporarily ð with no expectations other than to see things from 

a different perspective. When you get this side in a reading: 

Because this is a Major Arcana card, it signifies more than just a 

mundane time-out or change of perspective on everyday 

situations. The Hanged Man has the alchemical symbol for sulfur 

(soul) on his tunic ð but note that it is only right side up when 

he is upside down! The symbol isn't for him, it's for you. The 

Hanged Man demonstrates important soul work and indicates 

your readiness to undertake it. You may already be doing so but 

without awareness. It is time to bring to consciousness. 
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THE HANGED MAN 

 

THAT SIDE 

The Hanged Man's vigil goes on into the night ð not the dark 

night of the soul, but the glittering night of cosmic awareness. 

-IWo men stand before him, marveling at the vastness of the 

heavens. They are the two acolytes of the Hierophant (Major 

Arcana 5), and this is the next stage of their spiritual 

development. Now the Hanged Man is their teacher, modeling 

how to give up what they know ð the dogma of the Church 

ð and surrender to the unknowable. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

The two sides of the Hanged Man card can be seen as 

exhalation and inhalation, metaphorically speaking. On the 

other side, ego and preconceptions are released. On this side, 

symbols enter the consciousness one by one, to be perceived 

more clearly by a mind emptied of expectations. It is helpful 

to lay this card side by side with the Hierophant and compare 

them, as the two acolytes are doing. The snake on the 

Hierophants cross has come down to earth. Wisdom is no 

longer linked to doctrine; it is an attribute of contemplation. 

The mask is broken; illusions are shattered. What are you now 

ready to see? 
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DEATH 

 

THIS SIDE 

-IWo men kneel before Death, who comes in the shape of a 

knight upon a pale horse. Fire erupts from the horseS eyes. A 

ragged black flag bearing the mystical rose whips in the wind. 

Death brings a storm in his wake; towering dark clouds loom 

over the scene. We cannot see his true face, only the cold armor 

that contains his essence. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

This card is a fearsome sight indeed, but do not fear, for it rarely 

signifies an impending death. It is a reminder ð a memento 

mori ð that Death comes to everyone and everything. In fables, 

those who try to evade Death always fail. Something has ended 

or is about to end, and there is no escaping that. Release what 

no longer serves you and make way for the new. 
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DEATH 

 

THAT SIDE 

Here we look at the scene from DeathS perspective and assess 

it as such. The two kneeling men are revealed to be a court 

alchemist and a wealthy merchant. The court alchemist's 

ultimate aim IS to master the art of transformation ð to turn 

lead into gold, and mortality into immortality. The merchants 

goal is to increase and protect his earthly riches. Now, in the 

presence of Death, they offer tokens that speak of another side 

of their natures. The alchemist holds a lily, symbol of purity; 

the merchant holds a lotus, symbol of spiritual awakening. The 

coming of Death makes them reconsider the priorities of their 

lives. They may do better in the future if Death passes them by 

ð for now. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

Death comes for all, regardless of wealth or social station, and 

its the same for the death of parts of our lives that no longer 

serve a purpose. When the time comes, the Reaper must reap. 

This card says you've been given a chance to prove yourself, 

and that the outcome will be positive. The alchemists 

expression is hopeful, and the merchant is blissfully serene. 

Respond with grace to the inevitability of change. 
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XIV 

TEMPERANCE 

 

THIS SIDE 

An angel pours the waters of life from one cup to another and 

back again, in endless equilibrium. Her face is the face of the 

moon in the Hermit card (Major Arcana 9), with the disc of 

illumination on her brow. Her austere robe bears the 

alchemical symbols for two of the three prime elements: sulfur 

(spirit) and mercury (soul). The third prime element is salt, 

which represents the body and material form. Its absence here 

suggests that the alchemical process occurring is purely of 

spirit and soul. (Though the pronoun "she" is used above, the 

angel is androgynous or genderless. The physical body is not 

of concern here.) When you get this side in a reading: 

The alchemical act of tempering a substance transforms and 

purifies it by bringing it into balance. The angel is tempering 

the life force itself, pouring from gold to silver, from sun to 

moon, from active to receptive, from day to night, from logic 

to intuition ð there is an infinite variety of associations for the 

two cups ð and then pouring back again to achieve balance. 

The angel asks: Where are you out of balance? What element 

needs increase or decrease? What is needed to restore harmony 

in your soul? 

2+-0 
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XIV 

TEMPERANCE 

 

THAT SIDE 

Across the river from the angel of Temperance stands the gallows of 

the Hanged Man (Major Arcana 12). The gallows is empty now ð 

perhaps the Hanged Man was influenced by the presence of 

Temperance and no longer needed to remove himself from the mundane 

world. Or perhaps the gallows await the Hanged Man, and the angel of 

Temperance is the keeper of this transformational place. Behind the 

angel are a white eagle and a red lion, alchemical embodiments of the 

elements of water and fire. Temperance is the peaceable combination 

of opposites in perfect balance. 

When you get this side in a reading: 

From this viewpoint, you are looking toward the Hanged ManS 

gallows. The angel stands between you and the gallows, red 

wings spread wide. The eagle, the lion, the angel ð all seem to 

be preventing you or at least cautioning you from undertaking 

an act of sacrifice. This is not the time to surrender your ego to 

a higher cause. 



THE  

 

 


